
2017 Asia Forest Fire Management Training  
Seoul, Republic of Korea, 15 -22 October 2017  

Ground Suppression Techniques(GST) 
 

By Mahinda Senevirathna   

(Conservator of Forests, Envt. Conservation & Management)  

 

and by Wasantha Jayatilake  

(Conservator of Forests, Planning & Monitoring)  

 

Forest Department, Sri Lanka 
 



Á SL is an Island country in the Indian ocean with  

a land area of 65,510 km 2 

 

Á Located northerly of the equator, but very close  

 

Á Hence experience a  t ropical climate  

 

Á Contains an undulate peripheral landscape with 

the steep terrain central highlands  

 

Á Bimodal rainfall pattern exists with two dry 

spells 

Á Teak, Pine, Eucalyptus plantations and IAS 



Forest Fire Status in Sri Lanka - Introduction  
 

Forest fires can be ignited due to a variety of reasons.  

Causes of forest fires -  Deliberate , Carelessness and Accidental .  

No natural forest fires exit in Sri Lanka, all forest fires are manmade.  

 

Deliberate  fires are made mainly by cattle herdsman, slash and burn cultivation practiced farmers and 

hunters. Cattle owners burn grass during the dry season to obtain tender grass from the subsequent rainy 

season. Hunters burn forest grass lands to trap wild animals or subsequent shooting of them. Slash and burn 

farmers set fires to forest lands and grass lands therein  after felling trees bushes for farming. Some generate 

forest fires for protection and for gain easy access to their interested areas.  

 

Carelessness is caused by smokers who throw cigarette butts in to dry grasslands, road maintenance 

workers and villagers burn debris carelessly near the forest.  

 

Accidental  forest fires are caused by railway locomotives  

 

In addition some people set fires for fun .  

 

 

   






