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As a party to United Nations Convention on Biodiversity (CBD), Malaysian government implemented a 
traditional knowledge (TK) documentation project on medicinal and aromatic plants of the aborigines 
(Orang Asli) in Peninsular Malaysia since 2007. This effort moves Malaysia towards achieving CBD’s 
three objectives on conserving biological diversity, using natural resources sustainably and fairly, and 
equitably sharing benefits deriving from the use of genetic resources.  
 
In line with CBD and Malaysia’s National Policy on Biological Diversity (1998), the process of TK 
documentation among the Orang Asli involved a wide range of activities: conducting rapid rural 
appraisal, holding workshop on awareness raising, obtaining prior informed consent, carrying out 
socio-economic household survey, capacity building on documentation among the Orang Asli 
communities, database development and lab analysis of selected potential medicinal plants.  Of the 
total 18 Orang Asli sub-ethnic groups, 15 were found to have TK on medicinal plants while another 
three coastal sub-ethnic groups had lost their knowledge. The TK team of Forest Research Institute of 
Malaysia (FRIM) managed to document TK of 13 sub-ethnic groups between 2007 and 2013 while 
documentation process is on-going for another two sub-ethnic groups in 2014. 
 
Malaysia’s model of TK documentation has attracted national and global attention. The successful 
story of TK documentation model charted a new chapter when in mid 2013, the Ministry of Agriculture 
provided funding for Forest Research Institute Malaysia’s TK team, together with other agencies, to 
document the Malay TK on medicinal plants in Peninsular Malaysia. As FRIM was a winner of 2012 
Islamic Development Bank’s Science and Technology Prize, FRIM’s TK team is now (2013-2014) 
training the researchers in Brunei Darussalam in a project entitled Capacity Building on 
Documentation of TK on Medicinal Plants in Brunei Darussalam. The documentation model also 
attracts the interests of other international organisations. In January 2014, under a project entitled 
Developing and Implementing a National Access and Benefit Sharing Framework in Malaysia, the 
United Nations Development Program has provided funding to support the TK documentation project.  
 
 
  




