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Timber trade flows 
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Drivers of illegal logging 
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• Incoherent or outdated 
legal frameworks governing 
forestry 

• Weak governance and 
corruption 

• Lack of data on forest 
resources, harvesting and 
trade 

• Inadequate law 
enforcement 

• Cheap timber driving 
market prices 



EU FAO FLEGT Programme 
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Specifically in Asia 
VPA countries:  
Vietnam, PDR of Lao, Indonesia,  
Malaysia and Thailand 
 
Non - VPA Countries:  
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Fiji, Democratic Republic of Korea, 
Myanmar, Nepal, PNG, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Timor-Leste Tonga and Vanuatu 

EU FAO FLEGT Programme 

• 4 year programme – May 1, 2012 

• 10 million Euro – EC 

•Includes  Africa, Latin America and Asia 

• 3 Stakeholder groups 



Programme philosophy 
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• contribute to national or regional forestry 
programmes and/or FLEGT-related initiatives 

• ensure stakeholder processes - inclusion 

• increase participation, partnerships and 
communication among the three types of 
stakeholder groups 

• promote long-term sustainable outcomes 

• develop innovative-replicable systems / process 
oriented systems. 

 

 



Objectives 
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Support eligible countries to put the EU FLEGT 
Action Plan into practice by: 
 

• Grants: Providing resources to 
stakeholder groups to address locally 
defined FLEGT issues 

• Information Services: Supporting the 
collection, analysis and dissemination of 
FLEGT-related information and lessons 
learned among stakeholder groups 



Grant mechanisms 
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VPA Countries

Direct assistance to
governments

Calls for proposals
(all stakeholder

groups)

< 50,000 €

< 100,000 €

Non-VPA Countries

Direct assistance to
governments

Calls for proposals
(all stakeholder

groups)

< 25,000 €

< 100,000 €



Thematic areas 
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1. Information support on the FLEGT Action Plan 

2. Improving transparency and independent 
observation 

3. Community-based FLEGT activities 

4. Improving national wood traceability, 
verification and control systems  

5. Revision of forest sector legal frameworks  

6. Participation of private sector organization in 
FLEGT 

7. Addressing domestic and regional market topics  

 

 



Characteristics 
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• Getting resources to local 
stakeholders to 
participate in national or 
global processes 

• Providing information and 
technical assistance to 
stakeholders 

• Convening power – 
organizing learning and 
exchange opportunities 

 

 



Current actions in Asia / Pacific  
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Calls for proposals:  
• One completed in 

non-VPA countries 
• 4 projects funded 
• Currently open for 

VPA countries 
(June 30) 



Projects funded in Asia / Pacific  
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Nepal: Support 
chain of custody 
development for 
Shorea Robusta 
 



Projects funded in Asia / Pacific  
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Myanmar: 
working with 
government to 
raise awareness 
on FLEGT and 
support 
community 
timber producers 
to engage in the 
FLEGT process 



Projects funded in Asia / Pacific  
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Vietnam (2): Direct 
support to the 
government to 
dialogue with the 
Lao government on 
timber import 
traceability and 
develop legality 
assurance 
procedures 



Looking ahead 
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Two more calls for 
proposals 
• Non-VPA (Sept 

2013) 
• VPA (Feb 2014) 
 
Regional workshop 
 
Possible global VPA 
conference in 2014 
 
Country information 
meetings 
 



Robert Simpson 

Programme Manager 

robert.simpson@fao.org  

 

Website: 
www.fao.org/forestry/eu-
flegt/en  
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Thank you! 


