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Definition 

Forest transition refers to a geographic 

theory describing a reversal or 

turnaround in land-use trends for a given 

territory from a period of net forest area 

loss (i.e., deforestation) to a period of net 

forest area gain 

2012/7/11 3 



Critiques on forest transition 

The forest transition literature relies 

mostly on linking forest cover change to 

macro-economic variables (land value, 

scarcity of forests, land price, etc.).  

Forest transition relies on Marco-level 

political (political commitment, war, 

economic transition), social (job etc.) and 

governmental financial (deficit) and 

development strategy. 
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Quantity and Quality of forest in 

transition 

Forest cover data, which are used in the 

studies, represent a diverse array of tree 

covers, which make it difficult to assess 

their values in terms of biodiversity, 

environmental functions, or economic 

benefits. 

SFM 
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“Special” case 

studies from China, India and Vietnam 

(Mather 2007) suggest that forest cover 

increase in those countries can only be 

explained if additional factors are 

considered, like for instance, tree crop 

production, compensation for watershed 

protection (Liu et al. 2009; Xu et al. 2007), 

logging bans (Matter 2007) or a cultural 

inclination to forest gardens. 
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History and Culture 

Japan, China, Korea 

high populated – Forest transition 

Forest transition occurred before economic 

took off (industrialization, urbanization) 

Hard to explain 

 Culture 

 Traditional knowledge 
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Global Governance on forests 

 Legality (FLEGT Lacy Act) 

 UNFF/NBFI (note: Forestry Policy and 
Economics in supporting of good 
governance) 
NFP 

 Climate Change 
REDD 

WB/Forest Carbon Partnership Facility 

UN-REDD (9 piloting countries) 
 Africa: Cango, Tanzania, Zambia 

 Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Vietnam 

 Bolivia, Panama, Paraguay 
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Governmental intervention 

Decentralization – community forestry, 

tenure reform 

Reducing forest charge 

 Increasing governmental expenditure on 

forestry development 

Advancing forestry science and 

technology 
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Social movement 

Civil Society and private sector 

CSR 

Forest certificate 

Green movement 
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Overall objective 

 identify factors that can help to reduce 

deforestation, induce rehabilitation and 

foster sustainable forest management  
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Specific objectives 

To assess the underlying processes that 

explain these forest cover changes  

To characterize the implications for 

forests’ environmental and economic 

benefits 

To enhance the regional capability and 

capacity in reducing deforestation, induce 

rehabilitation and foster sustainable 

forest management.   
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Countries selected for case study 

 East Asia: China, South Korea, Japan 

 South Asia: Nepal 

 Southeast Asia: Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Philippines and Vietnam 
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Outputs 
Not so abstracted, however, 

8 countries case studies, forest coverage: 

 Increased (Japan, Korean) 

 Rapid increase (China, India) 

 Likely increase (Philippines, Malaysia) 

 Loss (Indonesia, Laos) 

2 comparative studies 

 Issues to be discussed for comparative study (TBD) 

 Marco level (Culture aspect (Confucius culture, and 

others) + Globalization (free trade) issues + (illegal 

logging) + (certification) 

 Micro level {Decentralization (China + India) vis 

(Malaysia + Indonesia  + Philippines) 
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Other outputs 

Conference presentations, and 

educational materials.  

Human capacity building by involving 

young scientists (visiting scholar, PhD 

candidate, and Post-Doctoral) from case-

study countries, and link with 

international graduate programmes in 

Renmin University of China (jointly with 

NSU probably). 
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Methodology 
Team 

Multinational (RUC, APAFRI, SNV, TU, UPLB, University 

of Tsukuba, Bogor Agriculture University, etc). 

Multi-disciplinary: economics, political sciences, 

sociology, forestry sciences, environmental sciences. 

Diversification of age, gender, and nationality  

Share learning (participatory approach) 

Volunteer, training + workshop + field survey 

Developing collaboration with FAO, IUFRO, UNDP, etc. 

Research itself 

Regional, national, community level 

Quantitative and qualitative 
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Outputs for each country 

 Country transition study report 
Korean almost ready (with CIFOR) 

China and Vietnam (very little information) 

Other countries, no specific information 

 At least 1 Research articles for SCI Journals, 
as focus : 
Kurzniz curves model: China, Korean 

Competing land use model: Malaysia 

 Illegal logging: Indonesia 

REDD: Vietnam 

 A Book: Forest transition in Asia-Pacific 
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Important milestone for the team 

 November 4-8, Xi’an China: co-team meeting; 

Outline or key points for 2 comparative model 

due end November; 

 Draft of country report due by January; 

 February 25-28, 2013, Indonesia 

 Final draft of country report due end of May 

 Comments from Core team, and assisting 

editing during in May and June 

 Final Report July Due 
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Comparative study 

Core team: Prof. Youn, Wil, Liu, Ellyn, Park, 

Lingchao. 

Model: 

Macro issues: pathway, politics, policy 

Micro issues: land use competition, 

decentralization, tenure, local culture, etc. 

Define models: 

 Availability of data from participating country (try to 

abstract from country report from core team) 

 Preparation of comparative study models 

 November Yangling – revisiting the models core team 
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Objective of my supporting visit 

To assist leading author to refine outline 

and key points of country report and 

related case research; 

To understand what are the key drivers of 

forest lose and increase in your countries; 

To prepare and refine a proposal for 

comparative study 
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My schedule (August 2012 – January 2013) 

Month 1st week 2nd week 3rd week 4th week 5th week 

August 
Youn 

(beijing) 

Sept. Guangzhou South Korean Laos 

October Indonesia Philippines 

November Xi’an 

Japan 

(26-28) 

 

December 
Youn 

(beijing) 
India 

January 
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Issues to be decided 

 

Thanks！ 
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