THE ASIA PACIFIC ASSOCIATION OF FORESTRY RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

Greetings from Seoul, Korea!

thank everyone for your active
involvement and valuable contribution
over the year.

I would like to take this opportunity to

The Tenth APAFRI General Assembly
was convened successfully on 27 August
2024. National Institute of Forest Science
(NIFoS), Korea is honoured to be elected as the new
Chair of APAFRI for the term of 2024-2027.
Representing my organisation, | must thank the
members for giving your trust and support to NIFoS
in taking the important role.

My gratitude also goes to the past Executive
Committee members for their excellent services over
the past three years. There are four new programs
introduced including APAFRI Online Courses, Online
Knowledge Sharing Workshop, APAFRI Scientific
Attachment Program and APAFRI Scientific
Research Fund. These programs are in line with the
functions of APAFRI in capacity building and
information sharing. | strongly urge the members to
participate actively in these programs.

| would like to congratulate and welcome the
members of the new APAFRI Executive Committee
for 2024-2027. I'm looking forward to working with
this well-represented team towards achieving the
core objective of APAFRI in fostering the
development of forestry research for sustainable
forestry management in the Asia Pacific region.

My sincere gratitude also goes to Forest Research
Institute Malaysia (FRIM) under the leadership of

Dr. Ismail Parlan. FRIM has been
supporting APAFRI in terms of both in-
kind and financial contributions. It is so
generous for FRIM to allow the APAFRI
Secretariat to occupy one of the
historical buildings under their plan of
UNESCO World Heritage Site. | wish
FRIM all the best in their efforts to
obtain the UNESCO World Heritage
Site recognition.

The year 2025 marks the 30™ anniversary of APAFRI
which is a significant milestone in its journey since its
inauguration during the Meeting of Heads of Forestry
Research in the Asia-Pacific, held in Bogor,
Indonesia. Over the past three decades, APAFRI
focuses in uniting institutions across the region to
advance knowledge, innovation, and sustainable
practices. Today, it stands as a widely recognized
platform for fostering strong networks and driving
impactful research in the Asia-Pacific region.

Lastly, I humbly invite all the members to contribute
and work together towards APAFRI's mission in
promoting and facilitating the development of forestry
and forestry-related research in the region.

Wishing all members and friends of APAFRI a fruitful
year in 2025.

Dr. Im-Kyun Lee
Chairman, APAFRI
December 2024
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ONLINE COURSE ON PROGRAM R
17, 24 and 31 July 2024
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high demand for learning program R for data

analysis and visualization. More than half of the
participants had no prior knowledge of program R or
R-Studio. While the remaining had some basic
knowledge and attended previous courses on
statistical analysis.

This course was proposed in response to the

In the first session, Dr. Reuben focused on
familiarizing participants with program R. They were
taught how to set up the working directory, run basic
functions and import data from Excel into R.
Participants also learned about basic descriptive and
inferential statistics and working with datasets. Dr.
Reuben recommended a few R packages that could
help participants explore graphing techniques.

The participants showed strong learning interest by
submitting their homework after the first session.
Their efforts to try the coding tasks and addressing
the problems they encountered allowed the instructor
to provide further explanations to enhance their
understanding in exploring and using R. In the
second session, the instructor demonstrated how to
perform testing on difference using program R.
Examples performing one sample t-test and
independent samples and paired sample t-test were
discussed. He also presented several research
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guestions, explaining how to interpret them and
formulate hypotheses before conducting the tests.

The last session focused on exploring the concept of
correlation, specifically how to determine the extent
to which two variables correlate and how to assess
the level of their relationship using the correlation
coefficient. Dr. Reuben demonstrated how to perform
parametric Pearson’s correlation for continuous data
using the R function after checking the normality of
data using shapiro.test, and non-parametric
Spearman’s correlation for ordinal data using the R
function cor.test. Program R offers a variety of chart
types to effectively visualize the data. The interesting
part was when participants could try to generate
graphs using ggplot2 package.

One participant provided this feedback, 'Learning the
scripts for different parametric and non-parametric
tests, | came into this course with no experience
using R. | am grateful to the instructor, organizers
and fellow participants. | have learned a great deal
through this course. Thank you?’.

The Secretariat believes the online sessions met the
course objectives and were beneficial to many
participants. Thank you for the commitment and
active participation throughout the course.
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TWENTY-EIGHTH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
27 August 2024
Selangor, Malaysia

General Assembly and marked the last session
for the Executive Committee (EC) of 2021-2024
term.

The meeting was conducted prior to the Tenth

Dr. Pin Kar Yong, the Executive Secretary welcomed
all the members of the EC. Throughout this term, the
meetings were conducted virtually and this was the
first time for the EC to meet in person. Eight of the
nine EC members were present, except Mr. Nalish
Sam who was delayed due to flight issue.

The Executive Secretary introduced Dr. Young-hwan
Kim as the new representative of National Institute of
Forest Science (NIFoS) replacing Dr. SoonDuck
Kwon; Dr. Rico J. Cabangon as the new
representative of Forest Products Research and
Development Institute (FPRDI) replacing Dr. Romulo
T. Aggangan who had retired; and Dr. Kannan C.S.
Warrier as the new representative of Kerala Forest
Research Institute (KFRI) replacing Dr. Syam
Viswanath who had also retired.

After the introduction, he invited Dr. Ismail Parlan, the
Chairman, to deliver his opening remarks and chair
the meeting.

The Chairman welcomed all the EC members and
extended his appreciation for their dedication to
come to Malaysia for attending this meeting and the
General Assembly. The Chairman expressed his
gratitude to Dr. Romulo T. Aggangan, the former
representative of FPRDI and Dr. Syam Viswanath,
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the former representative of KFRI for their excellent
services in the Executive Committee.

The Chairman also thanked the EC members for
their great contribution and commitment in
performing the duties of EC members in the past
three years. The Chairman encouraged those who
were eligible to participate in the coming election of
EC. Their experiences were very useful for the
development of APAFRI.

After that, Dr. Pin reported the APAFRI activities
conducted in July 2023 until August 2024 and
highlighted the online courses, which effectively
benefited members from diverse geographical
locations, noting the detailed participation from Asia
Pacific region. The meeting was also updated about
the APAFRI Forestry Award and APAFRI Research
Fund (ARF).

In adjourning the meeting, the Chairman thanked the
EC members for their involvement and contributions
to the meeting.
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APAFRI TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
27 August 2024
Selangor, Malaysia

Opening Remarks by Chairman of Executive
Committee

Dr. Ismail Parlan, Chairman of the current Executive
Committee, welcomed all the participants and glad
that APAFRI was able to organize this meeting
physically. He conveyed that it was a great honour
for Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) to
serve as the Chair of APAFRI Executive Committee
and affirmed FRIM’s commitment to continue
providing support to ensure the success of APAFRI.

He mentioned that under the administration of the
current Executive Committee, four new programs
were introduced including APAFRI Online Courses,
Online Knowledge Sharing Workshop, APAFRI
Scientific  Attachment Program and APAFRI
Scientific Research Fund. The programs are closely
related to the core objective of APAFRI in capacity
building and information sharing.

The meeting was informed that there were seven (7)
online courses from 2022 until Jul 2024. The total
participation in these courses is 521. These virtual
courses have facilitated widespread participation of
scientists from members across the region, fostering
an accessible learning environment. The Chairman
expressed his gratitude to National Institute Forest
Science (NIFoS) for sponsoring the courses for this
and next two years.

He thanked all members for their contribution and
participation in the activities. He also thanked the
Executive Committee members for their excellent
service and cooperation over the past three years.
He then invited the participants to introduce
themselves in turn.

The Chairman concluded his opening remarks by
thanking the participants and wishing for a fruitful
meeting.

Chairman's Report

The Chairman presented the report detailing the
activities and programs for the past three years. He
informed that the Executive Committee has met three
times, with two were conducted virtually, and one
was held just before this General Assembly.

Executive Secretary, Dr. Pin Kar Yong, shared the
history of APAFRI with the participants, given that
some were new representatives. The report was
followed by explaining the implemented activities
during the past years.

Prof. Azlizam (UPM) asked if the APAFRI Virtual
Knowledge Workshop could be organized as a
structured program, such as every month of two. He
said the Faculty of Forestry, UPM has a monthly
Forestry Talk and suggested to collaborate with
APAFRI in quarterly basis to invite APAFRI members
to participate as well. The Chairman welcomed the
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idea and asked the Secretariat to look into this
suggestion with Prof. Azlizam.

The Chairman congratulated on the successful of
APAFRI Attachment Program hosted in FRIM in July
2024. He said that FRIM also offers four training
courses designed for both local and international
participants every year. He encouraged all members
who have the facilities and experts to host this
program in the future.

Dr. Pin then presented the financial report, detailing
the sources of income over the past three years. He
expressed gratitude to NIFoS for consistently
providing annual financial contributions to APAFRI
which allowed APAFRI in implementing various
activities throughout the years. He also thanked
FRIM for hosting the APAFRI Secretariat with a well-
equipped office premises and assigned a senior
researcher with an office assistant to run the
operation of the Secretariat. Dr. Pin informed that
FRIM seconded Ms. Azni to APAFRI as an
administrative officer since 2008 and she retired
officially on 24 September 2024.

The Chairman ended the report by thanking the all
members and funders of the APAFRI activities.

Presentation of APAFRI Forestry Award

APAFRI Forestry Award is given to the most
outstanding forestry research paper/report on
problem solving with significant practical application
values selected among the scientists from member
institutions. It was initiated and named “Dr. Y.S. Rao
Forestry Research Award” in 1997. The award was
named after Dr. Rao to commemorate his invaluable
efforts to promote forestry research and moot the
ideal of setting up APAFRI.

The Chairman presented the awards, in the form of a
certificate and a pewter plaque, to Dr. Thah Lee Hong
(FRIM) and Dr. Dixon T. Gevaia (CFNR-UPLB). It
was followed by presentations of the award
recipients sharing their experiences and research.

Election of Executive Committee 2024-2027

In accordance with Article XII of the constitution,
Executive Committee member who has served two
terms consecutively is not eligible for re-election. The

Executive Secretary also explained the candidate for
election of Executive Committee member must be
present in the General Assembly and their
membership subscription must be up-to-date. He
then proceeded with the election of the new
Executive Committee for 2024—-2027.

As the immediate Past Chairperson is the host of the
APAFRI Secretariat, FRIM shall be made an ex-
officio member of the Executive Committee.

For the post of Chair of the Executive Committee, Dr.
Ismail (FRIM) nominated NIFoS due to its significant
contribution to APAFRI. Dr. Riina (Bioversity)
seconded. Since there was no other nomination,
NIFoS represented by Dr. Young-hwan Kim shall
serve as the Chair of the APAFRI Executive
Committee 2024-2027.

ICFRE represented by Dr. Geeta and UPM
represented by Prof. Azlizam were nominated for the
post of Vice-chair. The General Assembly elected
ICFRE to be the Vice-Chair of the APAFRI Executive
Committee 2024-2027.

The General Assembly elected Bioversity
International, CFNR-UPLB, MoFF Fiji, UPM, JIRCAS
and RIF-CAF as the members of Executive
Committee 2024-2027.

Address by Incoming Chairman

Dr. Young-hwan Kim thanked the members for
electing NIFoS as the Chairman of APAFRI
Executive Committee 2024-2027. It was a great
honor for NIFoS and promised to lead APAFRI well.
It is the responsibility of scientists to look for feasible
solutions in addressing the challenges in climate
change, forest restoration and sustainable forest
management. NIFOS are looking forward to working
with the members in these areas.

Dr. Pin expressed his sincere thanks and gratitude to
all participants for making this General Assembly a
remarkably successful and beneficial meeting. He
gave a short briefing of the next activities planned for
all members including a visit to Secret Garden at
1Utama shopping mall and a half-day visit to FRIM.

With these remarks, he declared the Tenth General
Assembly of APAFRI adjourned.
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Bioversity International,
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Institute of Forest Genetics & Tree Institute of Foresters Malaysia (IRIM), Institute of Wood Science &
Breeding (IFGTB), India Malaysia Technology (IWST), India
Dr. Rekha R. Warrier Dato Nik Mohammad Shah bin Nik Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey
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Japan International Research Centre Kasetsart University, Kerala Forest Research Institute
for Agricultural Science Thailand (KFRI), India
(JIRCAS), Japan Asst.Prof.Dr. Kritsadapan Palakit Dr Kannan C.S. Warrier

Dr. Shoji Noguchi
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National Institute of Forest Science Papua New Guinea Forest Research Research Institute of Forestry,

(NIFoS), Korea Institute (PNG-FRI), Chinese Academy of Forestry
Dr. Young-hwan Kim Papua New Guinea (RIF-CAF), China
Mr. Nalish Sam Prof. Zheng Yongqi

Taiwan Forestry Research Institute Department of Forestry, Ministry of Forest Research Institute Malaysia
(TFRI), Taiwan Fisheries and Forestry, Fiji (FRIM), Malaysia
Dr. Li-Wan Chang Mr Alivereti Naikatini Norwati Muhammad
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National Institute of Forest Science Taiwan Forestry Research Institute
(NIFoS), Korea (TFRI), Taiwan
Mr. Hwalin Yang Mr. Shu-Huan Ou
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APAFRI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2024-2027

National Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS),
‘ ) Republic of Korea

Chair
National Institute of Dr. Im Kyun Lee
Forest Science P
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE),
India
Vice Chair
Mrs Kanchan Devi
Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), Malaysia
Immediate
Past Chair Dr. Ismail Parlan
Bioversity International, Malaysia
Member

Dr. Riina Jalonen

Bioversity

International

College of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of the
Philippines Los Bafios (CFNR-UPLB), Philippines

Dr. Analyn Codilan

Department of Forestry, Ministry of Fisheries and Forestry, Fiji

Mr Tevita Bulai

Faculty of Forestry, Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), Malaysia

Prof. Dr Azlizam Aziz
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Japan International Research Centre for Agricultural Science

Dr. Shoji Noguchi

Research Institute of Forestry, Chinese Academy of Forestry
RIF-CAF), Republic of China

Dr. Zheng Yongqi
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APAFRI INTERNAL AUDITOR 2024-2027

rticle XVII (Audit) of the APAFRI Constitution states that ‘two persons who shall not be the Executive
Committee members of the Association shall be appointed by the General Assembly. They shall hold
office for the duration until the next General Assembly’.

During the Tenth APAFRI General Assembly, BFRI and IFGTB were appointed to be the Internal Auditors for

2024-2027.

Bangladesh Forest Research Institute (BFRI), Bangladesh

T

Dr. Md. Mahbubur Rahman

Institute of Forest Genetics & Tree Breeding (IFGTB), India

Dr. Rekha R. Warrier

ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATION

ne common challenge in managing APAFRI

memberships is losing contact with our

members. This often happens due to
retirements of the representatives or organizational
restructuring, which are not updated to APAFRI
Secretariat.

In many cases, no new contact person is assigned
and it is further complicating communication. As a
result, important information cannot be delivered and
engagement with members is disrupted.

In order to solve this problem, it was unanimously
agreed in the Tenth APAFRI General Assembly that
two official representatives are required to prevent
any loss of contact with members in the event of a
representative's transfer or retirement.

Therefore, all members are requested to kindly email
to the Secretariat and nominate two official
representatives from your organisation. The alternate
representative exercises the duties of principal
representative in his/her absence.




APAFRI FORESTRY AWARD

PAFRI Forestry Award is given to the most
outstanding forestry research paper/report on
problem solving with significant practical
application values selected among the scientists
from member institutions. It was initiated and named
“Dr. Y.S. Rao Forestry Research Award” in 1997.

The award was named after Dr. Rao to
commemorate his invaluable efforts to promote
forestry research and moot the ideal of setting up
APAFRI.

The APAFRI Forestry Award opened for nominations
in February 2024. Following a thorough evaluation
process, Dr. Tnah Lee Hong and Prof. Dixon T.
Gevafia were selected as recipients of this
prestigious award.

Dr. Tnah Lee Hong is a research officer at Forest
Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM). Over the past
two decades, her active engagement with the team
at the Genetics Laboratory of FRIM has allowed her
to make consistent contributions to forest
conservation and sustainable forest management in
Malaysia. Her postgraduate degrees specialize in
Forestry Genetic Resources, Phylogeography, and
Evolution, focusing on the evolutionary history of
tropical timbers during the last ice age. Her passion
lies in establishing timber tracking systems and DNA
databases to combat illegal logging, documenting
genetic diversity, and identifying populations
deserving conservation.

Prof. Dixon T. Gevafia is one of the Philippines
leading young scientists in the field of forestry. At
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Natural Resources,
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h(FRIM)

present, he serves as the as the Director of the
Forestry Development Center (FDC) of the College
of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of the
Philippines Los Bafios (CFNR-UPLB). He
demonstrated a strong advocacy to put forward
sustainable  mangrove
management that aims to
promote community
development, local

APAFRI

resilience and ecosystem

APAFRI FORESTRY AWARD

stability by leading
significant research and
extension projects (both
local and international),

DIXON T. GEVANA

College of Forestry and Natural Resources,
u..m::l:y of the Philippines Los Barios (UPLB)

fentific schievement
1 ecoanition of outstanding scient
in forestry

publishing relevant
papers in  reputable
journals and  books,

developing undergraduate and graduate courses,
and serving as resource speaker to many local and
international conferences and trainings.

The evaluation committee was particularly impressed
by their achievements in implementation of research
projects and dissemination of valuable findings. Their
dedication and hard work have set a high standard,
and their accomplishments serve as an inspiration to
others in our community.

At the Tenth APAFRI General Assembly, the
Chairman presented the awards, in the form of a
certificate and a pewter plague, to Dr. Thah Lee Hong
and Prof. Dixon T. Gevafia. The award presentation
was followed by insightful sessions where the
recipients shared their experiences and research.
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VISIT TO FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE MALAYSIA (FRIM)
28 August 2024

Selangor, Malaysia

longside the Tenth General Assembly, a visit

to the Forest Research Institute Malaysia

(FRIM) was organized for all representatives.
FRIM, renowned for its lush planted forests offers a
peaceful environment rich with diverse flora and
fauna. The group was enchanted by its serene
landscapes, well-preserved forest trails, and the
stunning canopy of trees. Recognized as one of the
world’s leading institutions in tropical forestry
research, FRIM continues to make significant
contributions to sustainability and conservation.

The delegation was warmly welcomed by FRIM’s
Director General, Dr. Ismail Parlan, at the FRIM
Research Gallery. In his remarks, he highlighted
FRIM's history emphasizing its pivotal role in

advancing forestry research, and the wide range of
research and development activities it undertakes.

The visit included tours of key facilities and
attractions such as Forest Skywalk, Genetic
Laboratory and Publication Branch office.

The Forest Skywalk at Kepong Botanic Gardens
stands out as a must-see feature. Rising 141 meters
above sea level at its highest point, this impressive
structure is built with aluminium reinforced by steel
tubes and supported by guy wires. The panoramic
views from the top of the 50-meter tower are truly
breathtaking, offering visitors an unforgettable
perspective of the surrounding greenery.

The delegation also visited the Wisma APAFRI which
is situated within FRIM’s campus. Since 2001, FRIM
has been the proud host of APAFRI by providing
comprehensive support facilities and a fully equipped
office to facilitate the APAFRI’s work and activities.
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ONLINE COURSE ON PREPARING A WINNING RESEARCH PROPOSAL
6, 13 and 20 November 2024
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he first session started with discussion on the

barriers faced by participants in writing

research  proposals. Some  mentioned
difficulties in finding research gaps and establishing
novelty, while others mentioned a lack of time,
resources, or alignment with organizational research
priorities. Dr. Reuben explained the types of research
articles that typically require a research proposal. He
presented a sample research grant application form
and went through each required item step-by-step.

In the second session, Dr. Reuben guided the
participants in identifying essential clues and
keywords that funders are looking for, emphasizing
the importance of strategically highlighting these
elements. Participants  gained a  clearer
understanding on the importance of consistency
among the background, objectives, and expected
outcomes. Inconsistencies in these areas can
significantly increase the risk of rejection by the
review panel, even before other components are
evaluated.

The discussion then shifted to identifying sources for
conservation and research grants. Dr. Reuben
presented five categories of funders: philanthropic
foundations, universities and research institutes,
private sector organizations, government agencies,

and grant portals. Participants were encouraged to
explore available funding opportunities and shared
additional insights on other potential funders.

In project proposal evaluations, each proposal is
judged using a set of criteria with specific weights like
clear objective, technical feasibility and with
expected outcomes. Usually, projects with the top
average scores are awarded. The last session
included discussions on improving assignments
submitted by participants. The instructor explained
the peer review process, highlighting the importance
of giving helpful and fair feedbacks.

To practice peer reviewing, participants reviewed two
real-life research proposals. They were asked to
decide which proposal should get funding and
explain their reasons. The exercise demonstrated
that proposals are sometimes rejected not because
they are bad but because they are unclear or do not
meet the evaluators' expectations. Participants
learned that proposals must be written clearly so that
reviewers can understand them without guessing.

Dr. Gan Kee Seng, the moderator, ended the course
by thanking Dr. Reuben for sharing his valuable
experience and expressed hope that all participants
gained useful knowledge from the course.
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APAFRI VIRTUAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING WORKSHOP
CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF MANGROVES IN
ASIA PACIFIC
27 November 2024

A
APAFRI_Gan i

SLFD_N uwan‘

e

| ¥ Gen Tgam VD

UPLB_Pat Malabrigo = *

PAFRI Virtual Knowledge Sharing Workshop

is a program initiated by APAFRI in 2023. It is

an online workshop to promote knowledge
sharing among the scientists working in APAFRI
member institutions.

A total of 54 participants attended and benefited from
this workshop on ‘Conservation and Restoration of
Mangroves in Asia Pacific’. The valuable knowledge
shared by the three notable speakers was timely and
beneficial to all participants.

Prof. Dixon T. Gevafa from College of Forestry and
Natural Resources, University of the Philippines Los
Bafos (CFNR-UPLB) discussed on the challenges
and opportunities in mangrove restoration in the
Asia-Pacific region. He emphasized the urgency of
restoring mangroves to better adapt to the worsening
impacts of climate change, particularly flooding and
storm surges. Additionally, he highlighted the role of
mangroves in climate change mitigation as they
serve as significant "blue carbon" sinks.

Mr. Tarig Mubarak Husin from Forest Research
Institute Malaysia (FRIM) shared insights into
mangrove restoration through Nature-Based
Solutions (NbS) in Malaysia,. particularly using wave

s
‘
I_.J

Walter Lintangah (UMS, Sabah)

N
Alcona Mae Baltazar

Nurul Farhanah Zakaria

Hyungsoon Choi, NIFoS-Jeju

B=mf” )
Mo

Ameilia Zuliyanti l RITF_l4 RONG SHENG

breaker structures. He explained the need for
innovative planting techniques to rehabilitate high-
risk coastal forests, as trees at the front lines often
get uprooted or damaged by storm waves.
Conventional mangrove planting has often failed due
to exposure to high-energy waves, sediment erosion,
and the inability of mangrove seedlings to withstand
these harsh conditions. Additionally, these
challenges are made worse by rising sea levels,
which submerge newly planted mangroves, reducing
their survival rates. He also presented several
successful regenerations of mangroves following the
installation of wave-breaker structures in Malaysia.

Dr. Bora Lee from National Institute of Forest
Science (NIFo0S), Republic of Korea presented an
interdisciplinary approach to understanding carbon
dynamics in mangrove ecosystems. One of the key
research goals cited is evaluating the feasibility of
introducing mangroves to new areas and assessing
the carbon uptake capabilities of specific species.
She shared ongoing efforts to develop a
comprehensive database on true or semi-mangroves,
identifying species with strong potential for
introduction into suitable locations.
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he National Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS)
Thas facilitated a research network, entitled as

Asia Urban Forests Network (AUFN) on urban
forests in Asia to unlock the Asia value of urban
forests with the collaboration of Northern Research
Station of USDA Forest Service.

The first workshop on ‘AUFN for People &
Environment’ was organized from 10 to 12 January
2023 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia focusing on the
current status of urban forests and the understanding
of street trees and urban forests in diverse
environments of Asian cities.

The second AUFN workshop was held on 28-29 June
2023 in Seoul, Korea with the theme of ‘Urban
Forests Beat Heat Waves in a City’. The main
objectives of this event were to establish a network
of scientists involved in research of urban forests in
the region to facilitate the sharing of knowledge and
experiences, while exploring the opportunities for
collaboration in order to enhance the capacity in
research of urban forests.

The third AUFN workshop took place on 24-25 April
2024 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to consolidate the
AUFN network and collect data on street trees and

urban forests in Asia. NIFoS and APAFRI will
collaborate on research based on the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) and research agreement for
five years, with designated research group members
from Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Vietnam, the
Philippines, and Thailand starting in 2024.

In the connection with these workshop series, NIFoS
and APAFRI has entered into an agreement
regarding joint research on the development of
"Research & Analysis on the Statistics of Street
Trees and Urban Forests of Asia". This is a three-
year research initiative under AUFN scheduled for
December 2024 to 2026. This project is led and
funded by NIFoS while managed and facilitated by
APAFRI. One of the objectives is to share the
analyzed data of air pollutants between urban and
urban forests in one selected major city in Asian
country.

The 1% Meeting of The Collaborative Research
Under AUFN was organized virtually on 28
November 2024 attended by AUFN research group
members. The meeting discussed the report
template and service agreement with APAFRI for
fund disbursement.
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APAFRI RESEARCH FUND (ARF)

‘he APAFRI Research Fund (ARF) was
| established in 2024 to support activities related
to R&D and capacity building in the area of

forestry and forest products. This fund is open to
young researcher (below 40-year-old) and limited to

MYR 45,000 (approximately USD 10,000) per project.

The objectives of ARF are:

* To support short term study in the field of
forestry and forest products among the
member institutions;

* To encourage collaborations among member
institutions in R&D works;

* To support capacity building for enhancing
research skills of researchers in member
institutions.

There are five focus areas of the research project:

i) Forest Ecology and Biodiversity
* Understanding forest ecosystems and their
dynamics
* Conservation, management or protection of
biodiversity and endangered species
» Restoration of degraded forest ecosystems

ii) Climate Change and Carbon Sequestration
* Role of forests in mitigating climate change
through carbon storage
» Impacts of climate change on forest health and
distribution
* Adaptive forest management practices for
changing climates

iii) Forest Genetics and Biotechnology
+ Genetic improvement of tree species for
productivity and resilience
* Use of biotechnology in pest resistance and
climate adaptation
» Conservation of genetic resources

iv) Forest Products and Biomaterials
* Innovative uses of wood and non-timber
forest products (NTFPs)
* Enhancing the efficiency of forest product
processing industries

v) Socioeconomic and Policy Studies
* Impacts of forest policies on communities and
economies
+ Sustainable livelihoods for forest-dependent
communities.

This fund is strictly for research personnel/officers
from active member institutions of APAFRI with
capabilities and facilities to conduct the R&D studies
funded under this initiative.

For the first cycle of 2024, two proposals were
selected to receive the fund. The next ARF cycle will
be announced in February 2025.

APAFRI would like to express our sincere gratitude
to the major contributor of ARF, National Institute of
Forest Science Korea (NIF0S).

ARF PROJECTS 2024

Project Number PD ARF 2024/2

PD ARF 2024/1

Hot oil treatment for improved utilization

Trees, Traditions, and Tomorrow:
A Socio-Ecological Look at Village

Project Title of secondary woods Common Forests in Khagrachari District
of Bangladesh
Project Leader Mr Anandu Reghu Mr Jime Roy

Research Organization

Institute of Wood Science & Technology

Bangladesh Forest Research Institute

(RM)

(IWST), India (BFRI), Bangladesh
(Pnrqtysfr':sl?u ration 24 o4
Project Start Date 01/07/2024 01/01/2025
Project End Date 30/06/2026 31/12/2026
Total Funding Approved 37.600 44.970
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ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED/ PARTICIPATED BY APAFRI IN 2024

The APAFRI Newsletter is compiled by the
Secretariat. Your comments, articles and/or
suggestions are gratefully received.

Contact us:

27 February - 1 March 2024, Bandung, Indonesia

APFORGEN Workshop on “Strengthening tree seed supply systems for
forest and landscape restoration: Good practices, lessons learned and
collaboration opportunities”

24-25 April 2024, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
3rd Workshop of Asian Urban Forests Network (AUFN) for People &
Environment

9, 16 and 23 April 2024, Online Meeting
Online Course on Basic Biostatistics and Analysis

17, 24 and 31 July 2024, Online Meeting
Online Course on Program R

27 August 2024, Selangor, Malaysia
Twenty-Eighth Executive Committee Meeting

27 August 2024, Selangor, Malaysia
Tenth General Assembly

6, 13 and 20 November 2024, Online Meeting
Online Course on Preparing a Winning Research Proposal

27 November 2024, Online Meeting
APAFRI VIRTUAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING WORKSHOP
Conservation and Restoration of Mangroves in Asia Pacific

28 November 2024, Online Meeting
15t Meeting of the Collaborative Research under AUFN
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