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 CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 

   

 

   

 Warm greetings from Malaysia! 
 

s we enter the second half of 

2024, the term of the 2021-2024 

APAFRI Executive Committee is 

nearing its end. I would like to express 

my heartfelt gratitude to the Committee 

for their invaluable contribution and 

unwavering support, which have 

greatly contributed to the success of 

our organisation. 

 

The 10th APAFRI General Assembly (GA) will be 

held on 27-28 August 2024 in Malaysia. This 

important event allows us to review our activities 

and devise the future plans. The new Executive 

Committee will be elected to guide our 

organisation for the next three years. I strongly 

urge that all members to send your representative 

to the GA.  

 

In early this year, we supported the Asia-Pacific 

Forest Genetic Resources Programme 

(APFORGEN) in organising a workshop entitled 

“Strengthening Tree Seed Supply Systems for 

Forest and Landscape Restoration: Good 

Practices, Lessons Learned and Collaboration 

Opportunities” in Bandung, Indonesia. The 

workshop provided a valuable platform for sharing 

effective practices in management of seed sources, 

production and delivery system. Sustainable 

supply of good quality tree seeds is crucial in 

conservation and restoration of forest genetic 

resources. 

 

The 3rd Workshop of Asian Urban Forests Network 

(AUFN) for People & Environment was conducted 

successfully on 24-25 April 2024. This workshop 

was jointly organised by APAFRI, National Institute 

of Forest Science (NIFoS) and 

Northern Research Station, Forest 

Service, USDA. The 1st AUFN 

workshop was held in Malaysia in 2023. 

I am delighted to see the Network is 

growing, with many new researchers 

from different countries. The 

collaborative research from AUFN will 

demonstrate the tangible values of 

urban forests, helping us emphasise 

their importance for greater 

appreciation by both the public and policymakers. 

 

APAFRI Online Courses was introduced as one of 

our efforts in enhancing the research skills of 

scientists from our members. There were six online 

courses organised since 2022 with a total 

participant of 457. These virtual courses have 

facilitated widespread participation across the 

region, fostering an accessible learning 

environment. Due to its overwhelming responses 

and benefits, APAFRI plans to organise three 

online courses annually starting 2024 till 2026. I 

would like to express my appreciation to NIFoS in 

sponsoring these courses.  

 

Last but not least, I would like to welcome our new 

member, the Institute of Foresters Malaysia (IRIM) 

which was inaugurated on 3 February 1979. We 

look forward to IRIM's active involvement and 

contribution in our organisation's activities. 

 

Looking forward to meeting you in the coming GA! 

 

With best regards, 

 

Dr. Ismail Parlan 

Chairman, APAFRI 

June 2024 
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TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
 

27-28 August 2024 
Selangor, Malaysia 

 
In accordance with APAFRI's Constitution, the General Assembly shall meet 

once every three years. The next one, the Tenth General Assembly, 

therefore shall be held this year. 

The Secretariat has proposed, and received endorsement from the 

Executive Committee members, that the APAFRI Tenth General Assembly 

be convened on 27-28 August 2024 in Selangor, Malaysia. 

An important duty of the General Assembly is to elect the Executive 

Committee which shall guide the Association for the next three years. You 

are reminded that a number of Executive Committee members have already 

served two full terms, and are not eligible for re-election in accordance to 

Article XII of the APAFRI Constitution.  

All members are strongly urged to send representatives to this coming 

Tenth General Assembly General Assembly in Selangor, 27-28 August 

2024, to exercise your rights to elect the Executive Committee to guide 

the Association to serve you better for the next three years.  

Article X of the APAFRI Constitution states that the General Assembly shall 

be represented by one delegate from each member institution; and the 

quorum for the General Assembly shall be 33% of the membership.  

The nomination form has been emailed to all members. 

Please nominate your representative to this coming 

General Assembly by returning the Nomination Form 

before 22 July 2024. 
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 ARTICLE X 
The General Assembly 

 
General Assembly of the Association shall be represented by one delegate from each 
member institution.  
 
The General Assembly shall meet once every three years after the close of the 
financial year but not later than the month of April on a date and at a time and place 
to be decided by the Executive Committee.  
 
All decisions shall be taken by a simple majority vote. In the case of equality of votes, 
the Chairperson shall have a casting vote.  
 
The quorum for the General Assembly shall be 33% of the membership. 
 
If half an hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the General Assembly a 
quorum is not present, the members present shall have the power to proceed with 
the business of the day but they shall not have the power to alter the constitution of 
the Association or make decisions affecting the whole membership.  
 
Notice of meeting together with an agenda, minutes of the previous General 
Assembly and an audited account of the Association shall be forwarded to the 
members at least 30 days before the General Assembly. 
 
An Extraordinary General Assembly may be convened whenever the Executive 
Committee deems it necessary or at the joint request in writing of not less than 1/5 
of the members, stating the objects and reason for such a meeting.  
 
Notice and agenda for an Extraordinary General Assembly shall be forwarded by the 
Executive Secretary to all members at least 15 days before the date fixed for the 
meeting.  
 
The provisions regarding quorum and postponement of the triennial General 
Assembly shall also apply to an Extraordinary General Assembly but with the 
proviso that if no quorum is present after half an hour from the time appointed for 
the Extraordinary General Assembly requisitioned by the members, the meeting 
shall be cancelled, no Extraordinary General Assembly shall be requisitioned for the 
same purpose until after the lapse of at least six months from the date thereof. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
Duties of the General Assembly 

 
The General Assembly shall determine: 
 

 The policy of the Association; 
 Review and endorse the programme of work and budget prepared by the Executive  

Committee; 
 Review progress; 
 Exercise other powers conferred upon it by the constitution. 
 Elect the Executive Committee and appoint auditors. 
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STRENGTHENING TREE SEED SUPPLY SYSTEMS FOR FOREST AND 

LANDSCAPE RESTORATION: GOOD PRACTICES, LESSONS LEARNED 

AND COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES 

27 February - 1 March 2024 

Bandung, Indonesia   
 

 
Photo credit: Alliance of Bioversity and CIAT/Alie Galeon (2024) 

 

ountries across South and Southeast Asia 

have set targets to restore tens of millions of 

hectares of degraded landscapes by 2030, 

contributing fundamentally to global biodiversity and 

climate goals. Nevertheless, tree seed supply chains 

especially for native species remain inadequate in 

many of the countries, which constrains the delivery 

of diverse restoration objectives. Restoration targets 

are unprecedented in scale and ambition, and 

sharing good practices, experiences and lessons 

learned is imperative to accelerate learning.  

 

Asia-Pacific Forest Genetic Resources Programme 

(APFORGEN) is a regional network supporting 

scientific cooperation on conserving and managing 

forest genetic resources across 15 member countries. 

Under the two-year UK-funded Darwin initiative 

project, Indonesian forestry experts and restoration 

practitioners work closely with the the Alliance of 

Bioversity International and CIAT, and three other 

member countries of APFORGEN to create a forest 

tree seed information system that monitors all 

information related to certified seed sources and its 

distribution. 

 

This APFORGEN workshop was funded by the UK 

Darwin Initiative through the regional research 

initiative “Strengthening collaborative tree seed 

supply systems for restoration in Asia”, with co-

funding for the OneCGIAR Nature-positive solutions 

Initiative.  

 

The objectives of the workshop were to:  

 

 Gather and share experiences about emerging 

approaches, methods and tools to strengthen 

demand and supply for native tree seeds and 

seedlings, from addressing barriers to adoption to 

the identification and management of seed 

sources, production and delivery models.  

 Assess technical and institutional capacities and 

capacity needs to scale up tree seed delivery, in 

ways that foster seed quality and diversity, and 

local community participation in restoration value 

chains.  

 Identify priorities for regional collaboration on 

seed systems development for native tree species  

 

Asia Pacific Association of Forestry Research 

Institutions (APAFRI), with funding provided by the 

National Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS) provided 

support to six participants from Malaysia, Vietnam 

and Philippines. Dr. Pin Kar Yong represented 

APAFRI in this event. 

C 
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3RD WORKSHOP OF ASIAN URBAN FORESTS NETWORK (AUFN) FOR 

PEOPLE & ENVIRONMENT 

24-25 April 2024 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
 

ational Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS), 

Republic of Korea had set a big step to 

construct and facilitate a research network, 

entitled as Asia Urban Forests Network (AUFN) on 

urban forests in Asia to explore the value of urban 

forests with the collaboration of Northern Research 

Station of USDA Forest Service. 

The 1st Workshop of AUFN for People & Environment 

was organized from 10 to 12 January 2023 in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia. 23 experts from nine countries 

(China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Thailand, the United States of America, 

and Vietnam) had in-depth discussions on the 

present status and statistics of urban forests and 

cognition of street trees and urban forests in diverse 

climate zone and socio-economic and cultural 

environment of the city in Asia 

The 2nd Workshop of AUFN for People & 

Environment was held from 28 to 29 June 2023 in 

Seoul, Korea with the theme of “Urban Forests Beat 

Heat Waves”. The Workshop had four sessions on 

the i-Tree platform, nature-based solutions for 

carbon dioxide, the science of water resources in a 

dry city, and the workshop for the Asia statistics of 

urban forests and street trees. 

The 3rd Workshop of AUFN for People & 

Environment was successfully held from 24 to 25 

April 2024 at Novotel Kuala Lumpur City Centre, 

Kuala Lumpur. This workshop was jointly organized 

by APAFRI, NIFoS and USDA Forest Service.  

Opening address was delivered by Dr. Im Kyun Lee 

of NIFoS. It was followed by the congratulatory 

remarks by Dr. Ismail Parlan, the Chairman of 

APAFRI and Dr. Scott Maco of Davey Institute, 

United States. This workshop was participated by 19 

researchers from Korea, Malaysia, India, Indonesia, 

Philippines, USA, Thailand and Vietnam.  

In connection with the first and second AUFN 

workshops, this third workshop was organized to 

consolidate the AUFN network and collect data on 

street trees and urban forests in Asia. NIFoS and 

N 
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APAFRI will collaborate on research based on the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and research 

agreement for five years, with designated research 

group members from Malaysia, Indonesia, India, 

Vietnam, the Philippines, and Thailand starting in 

2024.  

For the field trip session, all participants had the 

opportunity to visit Putrajaya and Kuala Selangor on 

the following day.  

The participants from APAFRI Members institutions: 

1. Prof. Nandi Kosmaryandi, Institut Pertanian 

Bogor (IPB), Indonesia 

The statistics of urban forests in Indonesia: Case 

study in Jakarta City 

2. Dr. Arerut Yarnvudhi, Kasetsart University 

(KU), Thailand 

Evaluation of Regulating and Provisioning 

Services Provided by a Park Designed to Be 

Resilient to Climate Change in Bangkok, Thailand 

 

3. Ms. Hoang Nguyen Viet Hoa, Vietnamese 

Academy of Forest Sciences (VAFS), Vietnam  

Efforts in Urban Forest Development of Vietnam – 

Successes and Lesson Learned 

 

4. Dr. Ahmad Nazarudin, Forest Research 

Institute Malaysia (FRIM), Malaysia 

The statistics of Street Trees in Selected Urban 

Areas, Malaysia 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

The Institute of Foresters Malaysia (IRIM) was inaugurated on 3 February 1979 and 
subsequently approved by the Registrar of Societies Malaysia on 2 August 1980. Members 
of the institute consist of professional foresters, both in public and private sectors, who 
practice forestry as their career and contribute towards improving the management and 
development of the forestry sector in Malaysia. 
 
Among the objectives of IRIM are to:  
 

 Maintain and improve standard of practice and professionalism of foresters. 
 Promote and advance the science and practice of forestry. 
 Continually review the status of the forestry profession and the professional conduct 

of members by maintaining a code of conduct and practice. 
 Continually review the role of forestry and the changing needs of education, 

research and industry, and to give appropriate advice concerning such matters 
where needed. 

 Provide advice to the Government, its statutory bodies, the industry and the 
members of the public in matters pertaining of forestry development. 

 
APAFRI is pleased to welcome IRIM as our new member. We believe the addition  
will strengthen our association and encourage valuable connections 
among the region's forestry researchers. 

APAFRI welcomes… 

 

 

 

…as our Member 

INSTITUTE OF FORESTERS MALAYSIA (IRIM) 

(https://irim.org.my/) 

… 
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ONLINE COURSE ON BASIC BIOSTATISTICS AND ANALYSIS 

9, 16 and 23 April 2024 
 

 
 

iostatistics is the essential tool for unravelling 

the intricacies of biological data, allowing us to 

scrutinize its patterns and derive reliable 

conclusions. Dr. Reuben started the session with the 

foundations of the scientific method and the nuances 

of biological data. He adeptly explained the disparity 

between descriptive and inferential statistics, 

enabling the participants to discern between mere 

observations and meaningful inferences. 

 

Dr. Reuben introduced five distinct statistical 

approaches tailored for forestry research, 

broadening our analytical toolkit and equipping us to 

tackle the unique challenges of this field with 

precision and insight. Through his guidance, the 

participants gained a deeper appreciation for the 

indispensable role of biostatistics in ensuring the 

rigor and validity of our data and findings. 

 

A well-crafted research question is essential for 

determining the type of data to be collected. During 

the second session, Dr. Reuben reviewed the 

research questions submitted by the participants, 

offering suggestions to enhance their clarity and 

comprehensibility. Understanding the data types is 

crucial for selecting appropriate tests of difference or 

tests of relationships 

 

Dr. Reuben also explained how to transform a 

research question into a well-informed hypothesis 

and introduced the three-step sampling process. He 

discussed the characteristics of normal distribution in 

the context of hypothesis testing and provided 

guidance on interpreting test results. Finally, he 

highlighted the criticisms of hypothesis testing and 

draw the attention to the growing interest in Bayesian 

Statistics. 

 

In the last session, participants explored data 

visualizations using Excel's chart options and pivot 

charts. They were encouraged to install RStudio and 

experiment with it during the session. The session 

provided an introduction to various aspects of using 

RStudio, including demonstrations of tests for 

differences: a one-sample t-test, an independent 

samples t-test, and a paired-sample t-test, all 

conducted with a sample dataset in RStudio. The 

interpretation of the test results generated in RStudio 

was also explained.  

 

Additionally, several specific R functions, such as 

var.test for checking if variances are equal and 

shapiro.test for assessing if the data are normally 

distributed, were introduced. Finally, the session 

covered the creation of various charts and figures for 

data visualization using RStudio 

 

The online course was attended by 59 individuals 

from 10 countries. 

B 
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APAFRI VIRTUAL KNOWLEDGE SHARING WORKSHOP 2024 

Invitation for Proposals 
  

PAFRI is an association of research 
institutions with the main aim to foster the 
development of forestry research on 

sustainable forest management in the Asia-Pacific 
Region. One crucial element to achieve this aim is an 
accomplished scientific workforce within member 
institutions willing to work together and learn from 
each other. 
 
APAFRI Virtual Knowledge Sharing Workshop is a 
program initiated by APAFRI in 2023. It is a 2-hour 
online workshop to promote knowledge sharing 
among the scientists working in our member 
institutions. 
 
The first workshop was organized on 11 April 2023. 
A total of sixty participants attended and benefited 
from the workshop entitled ‘Application of DNA 
Markers in Identifying Tree Species’. 
 
APAFRI would like to invite scientists from our 
member institutions to: 

• express your interests as resource person to 
conduct/coordinate a workshop in specific area 
related to forestry or forest products research.  

OR 
• propose the areas/topics for deliberation, then 

APAFRI Secretariat will be responsible to identify 
a suitable resource person to conduct the 
workshop/meeting. 

 
If the proposed topic is suitable and acceptable, the 
APAFRI Secretariat will proceed with the 
announcement of the workshop and registration of 
participants from member institutions. The workshop 
will be held only if there are more than 20 registered 
participants. 
 
The resource person of the workshop will receive a 
token of appreciation for his/her effort from APAFRI. 
Please email to secretariat@apafri.org to get the 

proposal form.

 

 

ONLINE WORKSHOP ON PROGRAM R 

17, 24 and 31 July 2024 
 

his course is specifically designed to explore the 
use of the freely available program R for data 
analysis and visualization. Participants will be 

guided through the installation and use of R to carry 
out data processing using a common dataset 
provided during the course. The curriculum will cover 
both frequentist and Bayesian statistics, focusing on 
improving the communication of results to enhance 
decision-making. 

This course is suitable for both novice and 
experienced scientists seeking to enhance their data 
analysis skills and generate relevant figures and 
charts. It is open to all scientists from APAFRI 
member institutions and is free of charge. 
 
For more information about the course, please email 
to syuqiah_apafri@frim.gov.my.   
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